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Judge Riaan van den Berg

1 Le Avenue Hilldidge  Beer 13
1 Golden Predator Carima  van den Berg 13
1 Namib wild horse Neels  Beyers 13
1 The Window Peter  Dewar 13

1 Red Poppy Carima  van den Berg 13
1 The Red Team Peter  Dewar 13
1 Undecided Hilldidge  Beer 13
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Club Results

Overall Winner
Le Avenue Hilldidge  Beer

Open Category

Set Subject: Colour / Colours



1 A face for Fiona Antenie  Carstens 10
2 A Pause in the City Izak  van Niekerk 11
3 Fishermen at Struisbaai Neels  Beyers 12
4 Indlovu Flowerchild Carima  van den Berg 12
5 Le Avenue Hilldidge  Beer 13
6 Not everything is black and white Fiona  Nell 10
7 Postberg Lookout Peter  Dewar 10
8 Sparks Sandra  Snyman 12
9 Struisbaai harbour Steve  Trimby 12

10 Sunset in the Arctic Circle Stephen  Roodt 10
11 Tongue on the cheeck Ester  Du Plessis 10
12 Bath time Sandra  Snyman 12
13 Golden Predator Carima  van den Berg 13
14 Namib wild horse Neels  Beyers 13
15 Personal Desolation Antenie  Carstens 10
16 Struisbaai Harbour Steve  Trimby 9
17 The Window Peter  Dewar 13
18 Veil of Light Izak  van Niekerk 10
19 Warming up Hilldidge  Beer 12

1 Autumn Lake Kenmo Sandra  Snyman 12
2 Boat  at Kalkys reflected Neels  Beyers 10
3 Booitjies Hilldidge  Beer 10
4 Broken Melody Antenie  Carstens 12
5 Burano Steve  Trimby 12
6 Colour by Numbers Fiona  Nell 10
7 Colours in the spring Stephen  Roodt 12
8 Natures Spaghetti Ester  Du Plessis 9
9 Red Poppy Carima  van den Berg 13

10 The Red Team Peter  Dewar 13
11 Whispering Curves Izak  van Niekerk 10
12 A splash of red Sandra  Snyman 10
13 Beginnings of Life Peter  Dewar 12
14 Colourful boat reflected Neels  Beyers 12
15 Colours in the rain Antenie  Carstens 12
16 Echoes in the Cellar Izak  van Niekerk 11
17 Fuchia Ballerina Carima  van den Berg 12
18 Natures Fireworks Fiona  Nell 11
19 Spring yellow Stephen  Roodt 12
20 Stairs Ester  Du Plessis 8
21 Undecided Hilldidge  Beer 13
22 Vietnamese shop Steve  Trimby 12

Open Category

Set Subject: Colour / Colours



SEQUENCE TITLE COMMENT

1 A face for Fiona This abstract image, submitted in the Open Colour category, presents an intriguing interplay of light, shadow, and vibrant hues on what 

appears to be a crumpled, reflective surface. Technically, the exposure is generally well-managed, showcasing a dynamic range from 

deep shadows to bright reflections without significant clipping, which is commendable given the challenging subject matter. However, a 

notable drawback is the overall sharpness and clarity, with many areas appearing soft or slightly out of focus, which detracts from the 

potential impact of the intricate textures and forms that are crucial in abstract work. Compositionally, the image draws the eye towards a 

strong central arrangement of red and blue, which, through pareidolia, evokes a sense of a distorted face or mask, adding a layer of 

psychological intrigue. The diagonal lines and curves create a dynamic flow, though the framing feels a little tight, particularly at the 

bottom where the dark area abruptly terminates, slightly unbalancing the visual weight. The muted golden background provides a 

suitable contrast, allowing the vibrant central colors to pop and define the primary subject. While the image demonstrates an interesting 

abstract concept and effective use of color, its impact and storytelling are somewhat limited, relying heavily on the viewer's interpretation 

rather than a clear narrative or strong emotional resonance. Originality is fair; while abstract photography of reflective surfaces is a 

common sub-genre, the specific configuration of colors and forms here possesses a unique quality that sets it apart.

2 A Pause in the City This image presents a compelling interplay of light, shadow, and vibrant color, immediately drawing the viewer's eye to the person in the 

striking red garment. Technically, the exposure is generally well-handled, with the bright red fabric and the textured stone structure 

exhibiting good detail and appropriate brightness. However, the deep shadows on the subject's hand and the dark background on the far 

left, while contributing to the mood, do obscure some detail and create a significant expanse of undifferentiated darkness. The sharpness 

is good where it matters, particularly on the fabric and the sunlit stone. Compositionally, the strong vertical and horizontal lines of the 

architectural element on the right create a robust frame and a clear division within the image, effectively isolating the subject. The 

placement of the person, partially obscured, adds an element of intrigue and suggests a private moment of rest or contemplation. While 

the bright red is a powerful focal point, the large dark area on the left, combined with the slightly cut-off nature of the subject, can make 

the composition feel a little unbalanced or incomplete. The image's impact lies in its strong visual contrast and the subtle narrative of a 

human presence finding solace within a structured environment, perhaps taking a break with a newspaper. The storytelling is quiet rather 

than dramatic, inviting reflection. Originality is fair; while the theme of a person resting isn't groundbreaking, the specific framing, the 

powerful color contrast, and the quality of light elevate it beyond a mere snapshot.

3 Fishermen at Struisbaai This image presents a visually appealing sunset silhouette, demonstrating a competent understanding of exposure for such a 

challenging lighting scenario. The technical execution is generally sound, with good sharpness in the foreground water and crisp 

silhouettes of the boat and its occupants. The vibrant orange and red hues of the sunset dominate the upper portion of the frame, 

creating a dramatic backdrop, though the intense yellow halo around the sun appears somewhat oversaturated, bordering on artificiality. 

Compositionally, the image is well-structured; the horizon is level and positioned effectively, and the boat with the two figures serves as a 

strong focal point, placed to the right to create visual balance. The curving line of buoys or nets acts as an effective leading line, guiding 

the viewer's eye into the scene and adding depth. The reflection of the sun on the water further enhances the visual interest. In terms of 

impact and storytelling, the image successfully conveys a sense of peaceful labor or the conclusion of a day's work, with the silhouettes 

inviting the viewer to interpret the narrative. 

- Soften the Sun's Glow: The intense, almost pixelated yellow halo around the sun could be refined by gently diffusing or desaturating it 

slightly to achieve a more natural and less artificial appearance.

- Adjust Color Vibrancy: While the colors are vibrant, a slight reduction in overall saturation, particularly in the sky, could lead to a more 

nuanced and believable color palette, preventing it from appearing overly processed.



4 Indlovu Flowerchild This image presents a technically proficient and intimately composed portrait of an elephant, excelling in its technical execution. The 

exposure is spot on, revealing rich detail in the elephant's textured skin, from the deep wrinkles around its eye and ear to the intricate 

patterns on its trunk and body. Sharpness is excellent, with the intricate details of the skin and tusks rendered with impressive clarity, 

while the background is thoughtfully blurred to isolate the majestic subject. The natural color palette is pleasing, with the warm, earthy 

tones of the elephant contrasting effectively with the darker, muted greens and browns of the out-of-focus environment. Compositionally, 

the tight crop draws the viewer into the scene, emphasizing the sheer scale and tactile quality of the animal. The diagonal lines of the 

tusks and the curled trunk create dynamic visual interest, and the elephant is given ample leading room. The subtle inclusion of a small 

yellow flower on the trunk adds a delicate touch of storytelling, hinting at a moment of interaction or perhaps even a playful adornment, 

which elevates the image beyond a mere documentary shot. While elephant portraits are a common subject, the meticulous detail and 

the charming, unexpected element of the flower contribute to its originality. However, the background, despite being out of focus, 

remains somewhat busy and indistinct, not adding much aesthetic value beyond separation. The overall impact is strong.

- Consider subtly toning down the background's brightness or contrast further to ensure it remains completely subservient to the elephant 

and doesn't introduce any distracting elements.

5 Le Avenue This image presents a captivating and highly artistic interpretation of a journey, utilizing intentional camera movement (ICM) to great 

effect. Technically, the consistent vertical blur creates a powerful sense of motion and abstraction, transforming an ordinary scene into 

an ethereal dreamscape. While the bright light at the vanishing point is intentionally blown out, contributing to the otherworldly feel, a 

slight recovery of detail in that area could enhance the overall tonal range without sacrificing the impact. The composition is exceptionally 

strong, with the parallel lines of the trees forming a natural leading line that draws the viewer's eye directly towards the two figures and 

the intense light ahead. This central placement of the subjects, despite their blurred forms, effectively anchors the narrative and 

reinforces the sense of purpose in their walk. The impact and storytelling are profound; the image evokes themes of hope, destiny, and 

the passage of time, inviting personal interpretation. The subtle reflection on the ground further enhances the depth and surreal quality. 

In terms of originality, while ICM is a known technique, this particular execution, with its stark verticality and the poignant human element, 

feels fresh and compelling.
6 Not everything is black and white The image presents a study of bamboo and its reflections, employing a selective color technique to draw attention to a small patch of 

green foliage and brown debris at the water's edge. Technically, the exposure is generally competent, with adequate detail in both the 

brighter bamboo stalks and the darker water reflections. Sharpness is reasonable for the main subjects, though some areas appear 

slightly soft, and minor noise might be present in the shadows, particularly in the darker, desaturated regions. Compositionally, the image 

is bisected by the waterline, creating a strong horizontal division. The vertical lines of the bamboo and their reflections provide a sense of 

order, but the overall framing feels somewhat static and a little tight, with the bamboo stalks appearing abruptly cut off at the top and 

sides, which can feel restrictive. The selective color is the primary driver for impact, successfully isolating the vibrant greens and browns 

against a monochromatic backdrop. However, this technique, while effective in guiding the viewer's eye, can also be perceived as a 

somewhat dated approach. Storytelling is subtle, perhaps hinting at life amidst a muted environment, but it doesn't evoke a strong 

narrative or emotional response.
7 Postberg Lookout This landscape image, presents a panoramic view from a rocky vantage point overlooking a bay. Technically, the exposure attempts to 

balance a bright sky and sparkling water with a heavily shadowed foreground. While the sky is a vibrant blue and the water shimmers 

effectively, the foreground rocks and vegetation appear significantly underexposed, leading to a loss of detail and a somewhat heavy, 

almost crushed appearance in these areas. This creates a strong contrast that, while dramatic, sacrifices information in the darker tones. 

Sharpness is acceptable in the immediate foreground, particularly on the prominent textured rock, but the mid-ground and distant 

elements lack crispness, possibly due to atmospheric haze. The color rendition, while bold, leans towards an overly saturated aesthetic, 

with some greens in the vegetation appearing unnaturally yellowish. Compositionally, the large, textured rock in the lower left acts as a 

strong anchor and point of interest with its unique hollow containing water. However, it also dominates a significant portion of the frame, 

potentially unbalancing the composition and making the immediate foreground feel cluttered. The eye is drawn across the sparkling 

water to the distant coastline, but the overall arrangement lacks a clear, compelling flow or a strong sense of depth beyond the 

immediate foreground. In terms of impact and storytelling, the image offers a pleasant, expansive view, but it doesn't evoke a strong 

emotional response or narrative beyond simply documenting a scenic location. It lacks a unique perspective or a moment that truly 

captivates the viewer. Originality is moderate; while the specific location and rock formation are distinct, the overall landscape approach 

is a common one, and the execution doesn't elevate it to an exceptional level. The image is clean and free of obvious distractions, but 

the heavy processing in the foreground and the intense sky detract slightly from its overall presentation.



8 Sparks The submitted image presents a highly dynamic and visually engaging scene, capturing a figure amidst a spectacular burst of fireworks 

against a deep, unblemished black sky. From a technical standpoint, the exposure is commendably managed given the extreme contrast 

inherent in photographing pyrotechnics; while some highlights in the brightest explosions are inevitably blown, this is often an acceptable 

trade-off to convey the intensity of the light. The human subject is adequately exposed, though the face is somewhat obscured by 

shadow and the surrounding smoke, which slightly diminishes the clarity of expression. Sharpness is generally good across the main 

elements, and the dark areas appear clean with minimal noise, indicating a well-handled technical foundation. Compositionally, the 

central placement of the figure creates a powerful focal point, drawing the viewer directly into the heart of the action. The radiating 

patterns of the fireworks, particularly the large bursts at the top and bottom, create a strong sense of movement and energy, filling the 

frame dynamically. The clean, dark background effectively isolates the vibrant spectacle, enhancing its impact. The image possesses 

significant immediate visual impact and tells a compelling story of performance, celebration, or a moment of intense interaction with light. 

The interplay of the cool blue smoke and the warm golden sparks adds rich colour contrast and visual interest. While the theme of 

fireworks is not entirely novel, the active and central role of the human subject elevates the originality, transforming it from a mere 

fireworks display into a more personal and engaging narrative.

9 Struisbaai harbour This image presents a visually engaging scene of fishing boats beached at sunset, demonstrating a strong understanding of exposure 

management in challenging light conditions. The technical execution is generally sound, with good sharpness on the foreground subjects 

and a well-controlled dynamic range that captures detail in both the dramatic sky and the boats. The colors are vibrant and rich, 

contributing significantly to the overall impact, although the processing of the clouds leans towards a slightly over-saturated or over-

sharpened look, which can sometimes detract from naturalism. Compositionally, the image utilizes the boats effectively as leading lines, 

drawing the viewer's eye into the frame and towards the warm glow of the setting sun. The low perspective adds a sense of grandeur to 

the boats, and the horizon is well-placed. However, minor distractions such as the lamppost and yellow utility box on the far right, slightly 

pull attention from the primary subjects. The image tells a clear story of working vessels at rest, evoking a sense of maritime life and the 

passage of time, which provides good emotional impact. While the subject of boats at sunset is not inherently original, the specific 

arrangement and the quality of light captured here give it a unique appeal

10 Sunset in the Arctic Circle Technically, the image captures a beautiful sunburst, demonstrating good control over a challenging high-contrast scene, yet it struggles 

with the full dynamic range. While the sun's rays are well-defined, areas around the sun are noticeably blown out, and conversely, the 

foreground elements, particularly the seaweed and rocks, are significantly underexposed, losing crucial detail and becoming mere dark 

shapes. There is also visible noise in the darker areas and some minor dust spots in the sky, which detract from the overall cleanliness 

and presentation. Compositionally, the horizon line sits centrally, which can make the image feel somewhat static. The sunburst acts as a 

strong focal point, but the foreground, while adding texture, doesn't effectively lead the eye or contribute significantly to the narrative, 

appearing as a heavy, dark mass at the bottom. The dramatic clouds are a strong element, adding visual interest to the sky. In terms of 

impact and storytelling, the image successfully conveys the serene beauty of a sunset, but it doesn't offer a unique perspective or a 

deeper narrative beyond a picturesque scene. The subject matter of a sunset landscape is very common, which limits its originality in a 

competitive environment. Despite these points, the vibrant colours and the dramatic sky ensure it remains a visually appealing image.

11 Tongue on the cheeck This image presents a tender and intimate moment between two lions, capturing a natural interaction that evokes a sense of affection or 

grooming. Technically, the exposure is well-handled, rendering the lions with appropriate brightness and detail, while the background is 

effectively blurred, allowing the subjects to stand out clearly. The sharpness on the primary lion, particularly its face and tongue, is 

commendable, contributing to the overall technical quality. However, the composition suffers from a significant drawback: the second lion 

on the right is severely cropped. This incomplete framing detracts from the storytelling and creates an imbalance, making the viewer 

wonder about the missing part of the interaction. While the moment itself offers good impact and a touch of originality in its intimacy, the 

compositional choice hinders its full potential. Minor distractions such as small flies around the lions' faces and some debris on the 

ground also slightly impact the cleanliness and presentation. Despite the strong emotional connection conveyed, the compositional flaw 

prevents it from achieving a higher standard.



12 Bath time This image presents a compelling close-up portrait of a tiger partially submerged in water, immediately drawing the viewer's eye to its 

intense gaze. Technically, the image is very strong; the exposure is well-handled, capturing the intricate details of the tiger's fur and 

stripes with excellent sharpness, particularly around the eyes which are the focal point. The vibrant orange and black of the tiger contrast 

effectively with the rich green of the water, creating a pleasing color palette. Compositionally, the diagonal placement of the tiger's head 

adds dynamism, and the tight crop emphasizes the animal's powerful presence. The reflection in the water adds depth and interest, 

although a small, out-of-focus leaf in the bottom left corner introduce minor distraction that slightly detract from an otherwise pristine 

composition. The impact and storytelling are significant, as the direct eye contact creates an intimate connection with the viewer, 

conveying a sense of the tiger's watchful nature and power. While tiger portraits are a common subject, the specific perspective and the 

interaction with the water give this image a good degree of originality, elevating it beyond a mere wildlife snapshot. Overall, it's a very 

well-executed image with strong visual appeal.
13 Golden Predator This image presents a technically superb and visually captivating portrait of a crocodile, expertly captured in its natural element. The 

exposure is spot on, rendering the intricate textures and rich, earthy tones of the crocodile's scales with remarkable clarity, while the 

deep, serene blue of the water provides a striking and complementary backdrop. Focus is critically sharp on the crocodile's head and its 

piercing, luminous green yellow eye, which serves as an undeniable focal point, drawing the viewer directly into the scene with an intense 

gaze. The overall technical quality is exceptional, with no discernible noise, chromatic aberration, or distracting elements, showcasing 

meticulous attention to detail and post-processing. Compositionally, the image is strong and well-balanced, utilizing the horizontal line of 

the water and the near-perfect reflection to create a symmetrical yet dynamic frame. The tight crop enhances the intimacy of the 

encounter, making the viewer feel very close to this powerful creature, almost as if sharing its perspective. The impact is immediate and 

powerful, conveying a strong sense of stealth, raw nature, and the hidden dangers of the wild, with the bright eye adding a layer of 

intensity and compelling storytelling. While close-up animal portraits are a common subject in photography, the pristine execution here, 

particularly the vibrant color palette, the impeccable sharpness, and the flawless reflection, elevates this image beyond the ordinary, 

demonstrating a high degree of originality within its genre.

14 Namib wild horse The image is technically sound for a silhouette, demonstrating excellent control over a challenging lighting situation. The exposure is 

correct for the intended effect, creating a strong, glowing outline of the horse against the fiery background. The sharpness is good on the 

horse's outline, though there's a subtle overall softness, possibly from atmospheric haze or a slight lack of critical focus, which doesn't 

significantly detract from the artistic intent but prevents it from being absolutely pin-sharp. The composition is strong, with the horse 

positioned effectively slightly off-center to convey movement and presence, utilizing the space well. The dust kicked up by the horse is 

beautifully illuminated by the intense backlighting, adding dynamic energy, texture, and a strong sense of environment. The impact is 

immediate and powerful, driven by the dramatic lighting and the intense, monochromatic orange palette. This creates a strong emotional 

connection, suggesting heat, power, and perhaps a sense of untamed spirit, drawing the viewer into the scene. While silhouettes of 

horses are a common motif, the execution here, particularly the interplay of light, dust, and vibrant color, gives it a distinct and 

memorable quality, making it feel original within its stylistic approach. The overall cleanliness and presentation are excellent, with no 

distracting elements, allowing the viewer to focus entirely on the powerful subject and atmosphere. The technical quality, while very 

good, could be slightly refined in terms of absolute sharpness and noise management in the darkest shadows to elevate it further.

15 Personal Desolation The image presents a technically competent capture, demonstrating correct exposure and sharpness on the primary subject. The light 

on the woman's face is pleasing, and the textures of the weathered building are well-rendered, contributing to the overall gritty aesthetic. 

However, the composition, while attempting to use the window as a natural frame, feels somewhat unbalanced. The woman, positioned 

on the left, looks towards a large, rather monolithic concrete pillar on the right, which creates a heavy visual weight without offering a 

compelling counterpoint or completing her gaze. The foreground elements of sand and sparse grass, while part of the scene, add a 

degree of visual clutter that detracts from the main subject and the architectural elements. The image successfully evokes a 

contemplative mood, with the woman's profile suggesting introspection against a backdrop of decay and urban art. The juxtaposition of 

human presence with the dilapidated structure offers a subtle narrative, but the storytelling lacks a strong, immediate impact that would 

elevate it. While the color palette of greens, blues, and grays is interesting, the overall originality of the concept, while having unique 

elements, isn't groundbreaking. The image is clean and well-presented from a technical standpoint, free of distracting artifacts.



16 Struisbaai Harbour The image presents a vibrant scene at a harbor, captured with a fisheye lens that immediately defines its aesthetic. Technically, the 

exposure is generally well-managed, with good detail in both highlights and shadows, and the colors are natural and appealing, 

particularly the striking blue of the boat and the clear turquoise of the water. Sharpness is adequate across the main subjects. However, 

the pervasive barrel distortion from the fisheye lens is a dominant feature, causing significant curvature in the horizon and structures, 

which, while a characteristic of the lens, can detract. Compositionally, the wide-angle perspective includes a substantial foreground 

element of the pier and its tires, which, along with a large expanse of water, occupies a significant portion of the frame without adding 

compelling interest. The boat, while the central subject, feels somewhat lost amidst the busy background and the extreme distortion. The 

overall impact is moderate; it successfully conveys a bustling harbor atmosphere but lacks a strong, singular focal point or a compelling 

narrative that transcends the technical choice of the lens. Storytelling is present in the activity of the boat and people, but it's a relatively 

generic "day at the harbor" scene without a deeper emotional resonance or unique moment. Originality is somewhat limited; while the 

fisheye perspective is distinct, its application here doesn't elevate the common subject matter into something truly novel or artistic.

17 The Window This image presents a compelling abstract composition, masterfully utilizing the mundane subject of a window to create a piece with 

significant visual interest and contemplative impact. Technically, the exposure is well-handled, balancing the brighter light from the 

window with the darker tones of the surrounding wall and frames, ensuring details are preserved across the tonal range. The sharpness 

is excellent, particularly on the frames and the subtle texture of the wall, which adds depth. Compositionally, the strong symmetrical 

framing of the window within the larger frame of the image itself is highly effective, drawing the viewer's eye directly to the ethereal, 

abstract colors beyond the frosted glass. This "picture within a picture" approach creates a sense of depth and intrigue. The impact is 

quiet yet profound, inviting contemplation on perception, barriers, and the beauty found in obscured views. The abstract blend of green, 

blue, and yellow through the textured glass evokes a dreamlike landscape, hinting at a world beyond without revealing specifics, thus 

engaging the viewer's imagination. This approach demonstrates a good level of originality, transforming a common architectural element 

into an artistic statement.
18 Veil of Light This abstract image, presents a soft and ethereal visual experience, primarily dominated by muted green and grey tones. Technically, 

the exposure appears competent, capturing the subtle variations in light and shadow across the undulating forms without any apparent 

blown highlights or crushed blacks. The technical quality is generally good, with no distracting noise or artifacts, and the gentle textures 

on the lighter elements are rendered adequately, contributing to the image's tactile feel. Compositionally, the image relies on flowing, 

organic curves that guide the eye through the frame, creating a sense of calm movement. The vertical green element on the right 

provides a subtle counterpoint, though it doesn't significantly alter the overall serene balance. However, while the composition is 

pleasing, it lacks a strong focal point or dynamic tension that might elevate its visual interest beyond a gentle aesthetic. In terms of 

impact and storytelling, the image evokes a mood of tranquility and softness, perhaps hinting at natural forms like fabric folds or gentle 

waves. Yet, its abstract nature and subdued palette result in a relatively low immediate impact; it's a pleasant image but doesn't 

command attention or provoke a strong emotional response, making it less memorable in a competitive setting. Originality is moderate; 

while the specific arrangement of forms is unique, the overall concept of soft, abstract shapes in muted colors is a well-trodden path in 

abstract photography. Overall, it's a well-executed but somewhat understated piece.

19 Warming up This monochrome image presents a dramatic and well-executed scene from probably Diamond Beach, showcasing the stark beauty of 

ice on black volcanic sand. Technically, the image is strong; the exposure is well-handled, providing excellent contrast between the 

luminous ice and the deep, rich blacks of the sand. The intricate textures within the ice are beautifully rendered, demonstrating sharp 

focus and good detail, which is crucial for a subject like this. The conversion to black and white is effective, enhancing the forms and 

textures without any distracting tonal issues, making it perfectly relevant. Compositionally, the foreground ice formation serves as a 

compelling main subject, though its central placement, while impactful, can feel a little static. The receding lines of the waves and 

scattered pebbles effectively draw the eye into the depth of the scene, leading towards the distant icebergs and the dramatic sky. The 

overall impact is significant, conveying a powerful sense of nature's raw beauty and the transient existence of these ice sculptures. The 

storytelling is clear, evoking the cold, harsh, yet captivating environment. While the subject matter of Diamond Beach is popular and thus 

not highly original, the execution here is commendable, elevating it above many similar images. The image is clean and well-presented, 

free from any technical flaws or distractions.



20 Veil of Light This image presents a contemplative portrait of a woman against a beach backdrop at what appears to be sunset. Technically, the most 

significant issue lies in the exposure, where a large portion of the sky, particularly on the left, is severely overexposed and completely 

blown out, losing all detail and creating a harsh white area that detracts heavily from the overall scene. While the woman herself is 

reasonably well-exposed and in focus, the overall dynamic range is lacking, resulting in a somewhat flat appearance. Compositionally, 

the placement of the woman on the right, looking left, creates some visual flow, but she is positioned very close to the edge, almost 

feeling constrained. The vast, empty, and overexposed sky occupies too much of the frame, offering little visual interest, and the 

foreground sand is cluttered with debris, which acts as a distraction. Small figures in the distance are too indistinct to add meaningful 

context or storytelling. The impact and storytelling are moderate; the woman's pensive expression hints at a narrative, but it's not strongly 

conveyed or supported by the surrounding elements, which are either distracting or lacking detail. Originality is somewhat limited, as the 

theme of a person on a beach is common, and the execution here doesn't present a fresh or unique perspective. As an "Open Colour" 

entry, it fits the broad category, but its technical and compositional shortcomings prevent it from achieving salon standard.

- Address the severely blown-out highlights in the sky through post-processing techniques like highlight recovery, or by using a 

graduated filter to balance the exposure, thereby recovering detail and improving the overall dynamic range.

- Improve the composition by cropping tighter on the subject, eliminating the distracting elements on the far right and reducing the vast, 

empty, overexposed sky to create a more focused and impactful portrait.

- Enhance the overall contrast and color vibrancy, especially in the mid-tones and shadows, to give the image more depth and visual 

interest, allowing the subject to stand out more effectively from the background.

21 Warming up This image, submitted in the 'open_colour' category, presents a candid street scene that unfortunately struggles with several 

fundamental aspects of photographic excellence. Technically, the most significant issue is the pervasive lack of sharpness; the 

foreground subject, a young boy, is notably out of focus, creating a distracting blur that pulls attention away from the intended subjects. 

While the woman holding the dog and the man beside her are slightly sharper, they still lack critical focus, contributing to an overall soft 

and unrefined appearance. Exposure is generally acceptable, avoiding severe clipping in highlights or crushing in shadows, but the 

image lacks dynamic contrast, resulting in a somewhat flat aesthetic. Compositionally, the frame is overly busy and cluttered, with 

numerous individuals, partial figures, and extraneous background elements like an orange triangular object and a vehicle license plate, 

all competing for the viewer's attention. There is no clear focal point or strong compositional device to guide the eye, leading to a chaotic 

visual experience. The subjects' gazes are either averted or obscured by sunglasses, diminishing any potential for emotional connection 

or storytelling. Consequently, the image lacks significant impact or a compelling narrative; it feels like a snapshot rather than a deliberate 

capture of a meaningful moment. Originality is also limited, as crowded street scenes are common, and this particular rendition does not 

offer a unique perspective or a memorable visual interpretation. While it adheres to the 'open_colour' theme by being a color photograph, 

it does not leverage color in a way that enhances its artistic merit or impact.



SEQUENCE TITLE COMMENT

1 Autumn Lake Kenmo This image presents a visually appealing autumn landscape, demonstrating a strong technical 

foundation and a clear understanding of exposure. The vibrant reds, oranges, and yellows of the foliage 

are beautifully rendered, capturing the essence of the season with excellent color fidelity and dynamic 

range, avoiding blown highlights or crushed shadows. The technical quality is commendable, with good 

sharpness throughout the scene, particularly in the trees and their reflections, and an absence of 

distracting noise or artifacts. Compositionally, the image utilizes the reflection effectively, creating a 

pleasing symmetry that draws the eye across the frame. The horizon line is centrally placed, which, 

while sometimes static, works here to emphasize the mirror-like quality of the water. However, the 

foreground reeds on the left, while adding some texture, are quite prominent and could be considered a 

minor distraction, slightly competing with the main subject. The expanse of clear blue sky, while clean, 

offers little additional visual interest. In terms of impact and storytelling, the image evokes a sense of 

serene beauty and the peaceful transition of autumn. It is aesthetically pleasing and calming, yet it 

doesn't offer a particularly unique narrative or a strong emotional punch that would elevate it beyond a 

beautiful scenic shot. The subject matter, while timeless, is a very common photographic theme, which 

limits its originality in a competitive environment. 

2 Boat  at Kalkys reflected This abstract image, presents a vibrant and dynamic interplay of red and blue hues against a dark 

background, creating a sense of fluid motion and energy. Technically, the exposure appears generally 

well-managed, allowing the strong colors to pop without significant clipping in highlights or crushing in 

shadows. However, upon closer inspection, there are noticeable digital artifacts and a somewhat grainy 

texture, particularly within the red elements and darker areas, which detracts from the overall technical 

cleanliness and presentation quality expected. Compositionally, the image is dominated by strong 

diagonal lines and swirling, organic forms that guide the eye across the frame, creating a sense of 

movement. While dynamic, the composition lacks a clear focal point or a more deliberate sense of 

balance, with the bottom left feeling somewhat heavy and less integrated into the main flow of the 

abstract forms. The impact is immediate due to the bold color contrast and energetic movement, 

evoking a feeling of intensity or perhaps a molten, liquid state. As an abstract piece, direct storytelling is 

not its primary aim, but it successfully conveys a mood or a visual experience. Originality, while present 

in its specific execution, doesn't push the boundaries of abstract photography significantly; it's a 

competent example of the genre but doesn't offer a truly unique perspective. To elevate this image, a 

cleaner technical finish and a more refined compositional approach would be beneficial.



3 Booitjies This image presents a vibrant display of five weathered buoys, strung horizontally against a textured 

wooden shingle wall, fitting well within the category due to its strong chromatic presence. Technically, 

the photograph exhibits generally correct exposure, capturing the bright colors of the buoys without 

significant blowouts, although the harsh midday sun has created very deep, somewhat distracting 

shadows that compete with the subjects and flatten some of the background texture. The sharpness on 

the buoys is adequate, and there are no overt issues with noise or chromatic aberration. 

Compositionally, the arrangement is quite symmetrical and rhythmic, with the buoys evenly spaced and 

the rope providing a subtle horizontal line. The weathered wood offers a pleasing textural contrast to the 

painted buoys. However, the composition feels somewhat static, lacking a distinct focal point or 

dynamic element that would elevate it beyond a simple arrangement. The strong shadows, while adding 

a sense of depth, also contribute to a slightly busy feel and could be perceived as a distraction. The 

impact and storytelling are primarily driven by the immediate visual appeal of the bright colors, evoking 

a sense of maritime charm or coastal life. Yet, the image doesn't delve into a deeper narrative or 

emotional resonance, remaining largely a decorative observation rather than a compelling story. In 

terms of originality, while the subject matter of buoys on a wall is common, the specific combination of 

colors and textures, along with the strong lighting, gives it a pleasant aesthetic. However, it doesn't 

present a novel perspective or groundbreaking concept. Overall, it's a competent and colorful image, 

but lacks profound impact.
4 Broken Melody This image, presents a visually striking and highly original concept, leveraging polarized light to create a 

vibrant, abstract backdrop for a deconstructed cassette tape. Technically, the exposure is well-handled, 

capturing the intense chromatic shifts without significant blown highlights or crushed shadows. The 

sharpness is generally good, particularly on the edges of the cassette case and the tape itself, though 

some areas of the refraction appear softer, which is likely inherent to the technique. Compositionally, 

the diagonal placement of the cassette tape creates dynamic tension, contrasting with the swirling, 

organic forms of the polarized light. The broken tape, spilling out, adds a narrative element, evoking a 

sense of past media and perhaps a commentary on its fragility or obsolescence. However, the bright, 

almost star-like refraction point at the top center, while part of the effect, draws the eye a little too 

strongly and slightly unbalances the upper portion of the frame. The overall impact is strong due to the 

bold use of color and the unique approach, making it memorable. Its originality is a significant strength, 

as this is not a commonly seen photographic technique, especially applied to such a subject. As an 

entry, it fully embraces the freedom of the category, showcasing creative manipulation and a strong 

artistic vision.



5 Burano The image presents a visually striking scene of brightly colored buildings, immediately drawing the 

viewer's eye with its vibrant palette. Technically, the exposure is well-handled, capturing the bright 

sunlight without blowing out highlights on the white elements or completely crushing shadows, though 

some shadows, particularly those cast by the window boxes and the man's head, appear quite harsh 

and could benefit from a softer treatment. Sharpness is excellent throughout, rendering the textures of 

the walls and the details of the shutters clearly. Compositionally, the image employs a strong, almost 

architectural, approach with the buildings forming distinct color blocks and strong vertical and horizontal 

lines. The man, positioned against the vivid red wall, serves as a crucial human element, breaking the 

otherwise static symmetry and providing a focal point. His relaxed pose and white attire contrast 

effectively with the background. However, the overall composition, while clean, feels somewhat flat and 

lacks dynamic tension, with the pipes and electrical boxes on the blue building introducing minor 

distractions. In terms of impact, the initial burst of color is strong, but the storytelling is rather 

straightforward, depicting a pleasant moment in a picturesque location without delving into deeper 

narrative or emotional resonance. Originality is a challenge here; while beautifully executed, the subject 

of colorful houses with a lone figure is a well-trodden path, particularly in locations like Burano, making it 

difficult for the image to stand out significantly in a competitive environment. Despite its strong technical 

foundation and pleasing aesthetics, it doesn't offer a fresh perspective or profound message.

6 Colour by Numbers This image presents a vibrant and visually complex kaleidoscope of what appear to be color sample 

tags or bottle caps, creating an intricate pattern that immediately draws the eye. Technically, the 

exposure is generally well-handled, showcasing a rich palette of reds, yellows, blues, and blacks without 

significant over or underexposure. However, the critical sharpness is lacking across the frame; many of 

the individual tags and their inscribed text appear soft, diminishing the overall crispness and detail that 

could elevate this abstract composition. There's also a noticeable degree of noise, particularly in the 

darker areas, which further detracts from the image's technical polish. Compositionally, the inherent 

radial symmetry of the kaleidoscope effect is engaging, filling the frame with repeating shapes and 

colors, which works well for an abstract piece. The image successfully leverages the "colour" category 

by presenting a riot of hues, making it highly relevant to the theme. While the concept of kaleidoscope 

photography isn't entirely novel, the specific choice of subject matter—these industrial or craft-related 

tags—lends a touch of originality. The impact is primarily visual, relying on the interplay of color and 

pattern, but it doesn't convey a deeper narrative or emotional storytelling. It's a creative exploration of 

form and color, but the technical execution prevents it from reaching its full potential.



7 Colours in the spring This macro image presents a captivating close-up of a bee diligently collecting pollen from a flower, 

demonstrating a strong technical foundation. The exposure is well-managed, accurately rendering the 

vibrant colors of the flower and the intricate details of the bee's fuzzy body and delicate wings. 

Sharpness is excellent on the primary subject, the bee, particularly its head and pollen-laden legs, 

drawing the viewer's eye directly to the action. The shallow depth of field effectively isolates the bee and 

the flower's reproductive parts, creating a pleasing separation from the slightly softer background, 

though some minor noise or texture is visible there. Compositionally, the image is strong, with the bee 

positioned dynamically within the frame, interacting directly with the flower's pistil and stamens. The 

tight crop emphasizes the intimate moment, allowing for a detailed appreciation of the pollen grains 

clinging to the bee. The impact and storytelling are immediate and clear; it's a classic depiction of 

nature's industriousness, visually communicating the vital role of pollinators. While macro photography 

of bees on flowers is a common subject, the execution here is commendable, offering a fresh 

perspective through its crisp detail and engaging interaction. Overall, it's a technically sound and visually 

engaging photograph.
8 Natures Spaghetti This image presents a vibrant and colorful display of tulips, immediately appealing to the eye with its rich 

palette of oranges, yellows, and reds interspersed with lush green foliage. Technically, the exposure is 

generally correct, capturing the bright hues without significant over or underexposure, which is crucial. 

The sharpness is adequate in the central areas, allowing for appreciation of the double-petaled 

varieties, though some softness is noticeable towards the edges, which slightly detracts from overall 

technical excellence. Compositionally, the image employs a full-frame, top-down approach, creating a 

dense tapestry of flowers. While this conveys abundance, it results in a somewhat chaotic arrangement 

lacking a clear focal point or strong compositional lines to guide the viewer's eye. The winding green 

stems offer some visual rhythm but don't coalesce into a compelling structure. This busy composition, 

while colorful, diminishes the potential for a strong visual impact or a deeper narrative. The image's 

impact is primarily decorative; it's a pleasant scene but doesn't evoke a strong emotional response or 

tell a particular story beyond "here are many pretty flowers." Originality is a challenge here, as fields of 

tulips are a very common photographic subject, and this particular perspective and treatment do not 

offer a fresh or unique interpretation. While the specific varieties are attractive, the overall presentation 

is quite standard. Overall, it's a competent capture that is visually appealing but falls short of the distinct 

impact, refined composition, or originality typically required for competition.



9 Red Poppy The image presents a striking visual narrative of a vibrant red poppy undergoing a dramatic 

disintegration, effectively utilizing the "colour" category's allowance for extensive manipulation. 

Technically, the exposure is expertly handled, rendering the poppy's petals with rich detail and a 

captivating luminosity against the deep, clean black background. The sharp focus on the intact portion 

of the flower contrasts beautifully with the dynamic, scattered particles, enhancing the sense of 

movement and transformation. Compositionally, the placement of the poppy on the left, with the 

energetic dispersion extending into the right frame, creates a powerful diagonal flow that guides the 

viewer's eye and maintains visual balance despite the asymmetry. The ample negative space is not 

merely empty but serves to amplify the drama and isolation of the subject, making the red pop with 

intense vibrancy. The image possesses significant impact and storytelling potential, evoking themes of 

fragility, the ephemeral nature of beauty, loss, or perhaps even the scattering of memory, particularly 

given the poppy's traditional symbolism. While the "dispersion" effect is a recognized digital art 

technique, its application here is executed with a refined aesthetic, contributing to an original and 

thought-provoking presentation.
10 The Red Team The image presents a visually striking composition of red kayaks arranged in a strong diagonal line 

against a deep blue-green body of water. Technically, the photograph is excellent; the exposure is spot 

on, rendering the vibrant red of the kayaks without any blown highlights, while the dark water retains 

good detail and depth. Sharpness is maintained throughout the visible kayaks, contributing to a clean 

and professional presentation. The composition is the image's strongest asset, employing powerful 

leading lines and repetition to guide the viewer's eye across the frame, creating a dynamic sense of 

movement and order. The contrast between the warm, energetic red and the cool, calm blue of the 

water is highly effective, generating immediate visual impact. While the narrative or storytelling aspect is 

minimal, the image excels as a study in pattern, color, and form, offering a pleasing aesthetic 

experience. Its originality lies in the effective execution of a common subject, transforming it into a 

compelling visual statement. As an entry in the "Colour" category, it perfectly leverages color as a 

primary element of its appeal, demonstrating a clear understanding of the theme's allowances for 

creative expression. The overall cleanliness and presentation are impeccable, free from distracting 

elements or technical flaws.
11 Whispering Curves This image presents a beautifully minimalist and abstract interpretation of a Lily, demonstrating a strong 

understanding of composition and light. The high-key exposure effectively emphasizes the delicate 

curves and graceful lines of the flower, creating an ethereal and serene mood. The composition is well-

executed, utilizing the natural forms to guide the viewer's eye through the frame, highlighting the elegant 

simplicity of the subject. The selective focus contributes to this soft, dreamlike quality, making the image 

feel contemplative and pure. However, upon closer inspection, there are noticeable dust spots or minor 

imperfections on the surface of the flower, particularly within the inner curves and mid-tones, which 

detract from the overall pristine aesthetic and technical cleanliness. While the image successfully 

conveys a sense of delicate beauty and artistic form, its impact is more subtle than dramatic, and its 

originality, while commendable in its execution, builds upon established abstract floral styles. As an 

entry in the 'Colour' category, it perfectly aligns with the unrestricted nature, allowing for this artistic and 

aesthetic exploration.



12 A splash of red This 'colour' entry presents a competent portrait against a textured stone wall, demonstrating generally 

correct exposure and good technical quality with sharp focus on the subject. The vibrant red skirt 

provides a strong focal point, creating an immediate visual impact against the muted tones of the 

ancient architecture. However, the composition, while attempting to use the vertical lines of the wall, 

feels somewhat unbalanced with excessive negative space on the right and a slightly tight crop at the 

bottom. A distracting dark vertical element on the far left edge pulls the eye away from the main subject, 

detracting from the overall presentation. The subject's profile pose and neutral expression, coupled with 

a gaze directed out of the frame, limit the image's storytelling potential and emotional impact, leaving 

the viewer with a sense of a well-executed fashion shot rather than a deeply engaging narrative. While 

the use of color is strong and fitting for the category, the overall concept and execution lack significant 

originality, presenting a common photographic trope without a unique twist.

- Carefully remove the distracting dark vertical element on the far left edge of the frame to improve 

cleanliness and focus on the subject.

13 Beginnings of Life This abstract image, submitted in the Colour category, presents a visually striking and dynamic 

composition. Technically, the image demonstrates excellent exposure, with vibrant reds, oranges, and 

yellows rendered with good saturation and contrast against a deep black background. There are no 

apparent issues with sharpness, noise, or artifacts, indicating a high level of technical proficiency in its 

creation and post-processing. The composition is strongly centered, utilizing a spherical distortion effect 

that draws the viewer's eye into a kaleidoscopic vortex of organic shapes, reminiscent of an exploding 

flower or a fiery nebula. This circular framing, accentuated by the stark black border, effectively isolates 

the subject and enhances its visual impact. The impact is immediate and energetic, evoking a sense of 

movement and intensity through its radial patterns and bold color palette. While the storytelling is 

abstract, it successfully conveys a feeling of vibrant energy and intricate beauty. In terms of originality, 

the technique of spherical distortion is not entirely novel, but the execution here is clean and compelling, 

making it a strong example of the style. The image is highly relevant to the "Colour" theme, embracing 

both color and extensive manipulation without restriction. Overall, it is a clean, well-presented, and 

impactful piece.



14 Colourful boat reflected This abstract image of water reflections presents a visually engaging interplay of vibrant colors and fluid 

forms, making it a strong contender for the 'colour' category. Technically, the exposure is well-

managed, capturing the bright reds and blues against the darker greens and blacks without significant 

loss of detail in either highlights or shadows. The image exhibits good sharpness, particularly in the 

intricate wavy patterns, and the overall technical quality is commendable with no distracting noise or 

artifacts. Compositionally, the diagonal flow of the reflections from the upper left to the lower right 

creates a dynamic sense of movement, effectively guiding the viewer's eye through the frame. The use 

of negative space in the bottom left corner provides a calming counterpoint to the more chaotic 

reflections, balancing the composition. The impact of the image is primarily derived from its striking 

color palette and the intriguing abstract shapes, which invite subjective interpretation rather than a literal 

narrative. While abstract reflections are a common photographic subject, the specific combination of 

colors and the distinct, almost painterly quality of the ripples lend a degree of originality to this piece. It 

successfully leverages the 'colour' theme by showcasing a rich spectrum of hues and allowing for an 

artistic, non-literal representation of reality.

15 Colours in the rain This image, entered in the "Colour" category, presents a highly original and visually arresting abstract 

composition. Technically, the focus on the water droplets in the foreground is sharp, creating an 

intriguing textural layer that contrasts effectively with the soft, vibrant background. The exposure 

appears well-managed, allowing the intense colors to pop without significant clipping, though the overall 

brightness is very high. Compositionally, the central placement of the human silhouette, framed by the 

converging triangular and circular elements, provides a strong focal point and a sense of balance. The 

abstract shapes and bold, saturated colors in the background, particularly the prominent red circles and 

the central yellow triangle, draw the eye and contribute to the image's dynamic energy. The impact is 

immediate and strong, evoking a sense of wonder, triumph, or spiritual connection, with the silhouette's 

raised arms suggesting a moment of profound experience or liberation. While not explicitly telling a 

linear story, the image successfully conveys an emotional state and invites contemplation. Its originality 

lies in the creative combination of a textured foreground with a deeply abstract, almost psychedelic 

background, making it stand out. The relevance to the "Colour" theme is excellent, as it fully embraces 

the freedom of manipulation and the expressive power of color. However, the extreme saturation and 

high contrast, while impactful, might feel a little overwhelming to some judges, potentially detracting 

from a more nuanced appreciation of the underlying composition. The overall aesthetic is very specific 

and might appeal strongly to some, while others might find it a bit chaotic.



16 Echoes in the Cellar The image presents a captivating and somewhat ethereal view of what appears to be a wine cellar, 

utilizing a multi-exposure or composite technique to create a unique visual experience. Technically, the 

exposure is generally well-managed, balancing the ambient light within the cellar with the brighter 

elements at the far end, though some highlights are quite strong and lack detail. The intentional 

ghosting and layering of the barrels and floor elements are central to the image's artistic intent, blurring 

the lines between reality and abstraction. Compositionally, the strong leading lines of the barrels and the 

floor draw the viewer's eye deep into the frame, creating a powerful sense of perspective and depth. 

The symmetry of the scene is effectively used to enhance this tunnel-like effect, culminating in the 

bright, almost heavenly light at the end. The impact of the image lies in its dreamlike quality, evoking a 

sense of history, the passage of time, and perhaps the spirits within the barrels. While it doesn't tell a 

specific narrative, it successfully creates an atmosphere and mood. The originality stems from the 

creative application of the multi-exposure technique to this subject matter, transforming a potentially 

mundane scene into something more artistic and thought-provoking. As an "Colour" entry, the image 

fully embraces the freedom of manipulation, and its subtle color palette of warm browns and grays, 

accented by the glowing barrel lights, contributes to its overall aesthetic without being overtly vibrant. 

The cleanliness and presentation are good, with no distracting elements outside of the artistic intent, 

though the overall softness from the technique might be perceived as a lack of crispness by some 

judges.

17 Fuchia Ballerina This image presents a technically proficient and aesthetically pleasing capture of a fuchsia flower, 

demonstrating a strong understanding of macro photography principles. The exposure is spot on, 

rendering the vibrant red and purple hues with excellent fidelity and preventing any significant highlight 

or shadow clipping, which is crucial for such rich colors. Technical quality is high, with the intricate 

details of the petals and the delicate stamens rendered with impressive sharpness, while the 

background melts into a smooth, unobtrusive bokeh that effectively isolates the subject. 

Compositionally, the central placement of the flower works well here, emphasizing its inherent symmetry 

and graceful hanging form, though it leans towards a more conventional approach. The vertical 

orientation is appropriate for the subject, and the negative space is well-managed, allowing the flower to 

be the undisputed focal point. While the image possesses strong visual impact due to its striking colors 

and pristine presentation, its storytelling aspect is inherently limited, focusing more on botanical beauty 

than narrative depth. Originality is somewhat constrained by the commonality of the subject and a fairly 

standard presentation, yet its execution elevates it beyond a mere snapshot. As an entry for 'Color' it 

perfectly aligns with the theme, showcasing a beautiful spectrum of natural color. The overall 

cleanliness and presentation are exemplary, free from distractions or technical flaws, making it a very 

competent and appealing piece of botanical art.



18 Natures Fireworks This image, submitted in the "colour" category, presents a highly abstract and energetic visual, 

reminiscent of a digital interpretation of fireworks or a burst of light. Technically, the image leans heavily 

into digital manipulation, making traditional assessments of correct exposure and sharpness less 

applicable. The processing creates a glowing, almost neon effect with intricate, radiating lines against a 

dark background, which is intentionally stylized rather than aiming for photographic realism. While this 

artistic choice is permissible in "open_colour," it does result in a loss of fine detail and introduces a 

somewhat noisy texture, which might be perceived as a technical flaw by some judges, even if it 

contributes to the overall aesthetic. Compositionally, the image is dynamic and engaging, with a strong 

central focal point from which numerous vibrant lines explode outwards, filling the frame. This creates a 

powerful sense of movement and energy, though the sheer busyness of the composition can make it 

feel a little overwhelming, lacking clear areas for the eye to rest or a distinct visual hierarchy beyond the 

central burst. The impact is immediate and strong due to the vivid colors and energetic lines, 

successfully conveying a sense of explosive power or abstract beauty. However, its storytelling is purely 

abstract, relying on visual sensation rather than narrative, which may limit its appeal to judges seeking 

deeper meaning or a more tangible subject. Originality is a strong point; the specific application of this 

digital effect creates a unique and visually arresting piece that stands out from more conventional 

photography. Given the "colour" category's unrestricted nature, the image is highly relevant, fully 

embracing manipulation and vibrant color as its core elements.

19 Spring yellow This macro photograph presents a captivating, intimate view of a bee deeply engrossed in a vibrant 

yellow flower, showcasing its crucial role in pollination. Technically, the image demonstrates good 

control over focus, with the bee's head, eyes, and the pollen-laden body rendered with impressive 

sharpness, effectively isolating the subject from the soft, diffused background and foreground. The 

exposure is generally well-handled, capturing the bright yellows of the flower while maintaining detail in 

the bee's darker segments, though some of the brightest pollen on its back appears to be pushing the 

limits of highlight recovery, nearing blown-out areas. Compositionally, the diagonal placement of the bee 

creates a dynamic feel, and the extreme close-up provides a unique perspective, drawing the viewer 

into the intricate details of the insect's work. However, the composition could be refined; the significant 

blur on the left side, while contributing to depth, also feels a bit heavy and encroaches on the frame, and 

the slight cropping of the bee's abdomen at the very bottom is a minor distraction. The impact is strong, 

immediately grabbing attention with its vivid color palette and the fascinating detail of the bee covered in 

pollen, effectively telling a story of nature's industriousness. While macro photography of bees is a 

common subject, the specific angle and the emphasis on the bee's pollen-covered state offer a degree 

of originality. The image is clean and well-presented, aligning perfectly with the "Colour" category.



20 Stairs This image presents a visually striking architectural study, immediately captivating the viewer with its 

bold use of color and strong geometric lines, making it highly relevant for the "colour" category. The 

vibrant yellow wall, contrasted by the cool grey of the staircase and the unexpected pop of the red box, 

creates a dynamic and engaging palette. Compositionally, the strong diagonal lines of the staircase and 

railing effectively lead the eye through the frame, while the repeating arches on the left add depth and 

architectural interest. The vertical crop emphasizes the height and linear elements, contributing to a 

sense of grandeur. However, the technical execution presents several challenges. The exposure 

appears somewhat harsh, with areas of the bright yellow wall verging on overexposure, leading to a loss 

of subtle detail, while some shadow areas lack definition. More critically, the image suffers from a 

general lack of sharpness and clarity; textures on the wall and concrete appear soft and somewhat 

noisy, suggesting either a slight misfocus, camera shake, or aggressive post-processing that introduced 

artifacts. This technical deficiency significantly impacts the overall presentation and detracts from the 

potential impact. While the image has a strong initial visual appeal and a degree of originality in its 

abstract presentation of architectural elements, the technical shortcomings prevent it from achieving a 

higher level of excellence. The storytelling is subtle, relying on the juxtaposition of the old architecture 

with the modern utility box, but it's primarily an aesthetic exploration rather than a narrative piece.

21 Undecided This image presents a powerful and poignant narrative through its intimate close-up of a child's feet, 

one clad in a well-worn sneaker, the other bare and caked with dirt, set against a gritty, sandy ground. 

Technically, the exposure is handled competently, allowing details in both the dark skin tones and the 

bright orange fabric to be discernible without significant loss of information, though the overall mood is 

dark and somber, which suits the subject. The sharpness is adequate, particularly on the bare foot, 

drawing the viewer's eye to its texture and condition. Compositionally, the high-angle shot and tight crop 

effectively isolate the subject, eliminating distractions and forcing an intense focus on the stark contrast 

between the single shoe and the exposed foot. The vibrant orange of the pants provides a striking 

colour counterpoint to the muted, earthy tones of the ground and the dark skin, enhancing the visual 

impact. This contrast is central to the image's storytelling, immediately evoking themes of hardship, 

resilience, and perhaps the disparity of circumstances. The image possesses significant emotional 

impact, telling a story of struggle and vulnerability without showing a face, relying instead on the 

powerful symbolism of the feet. While the subject matter of poverty is not entirely novel, the specific 

framing and the compelling use of colour imbue this particular rendition with a strong sense of originality 

and a deeply human connection. As an "colour" entry, the deliberate use of colour is a strength, 

contributing significantly to its overall message and aesthetic. The presentation is clean, with no 

distracting elements or technical flaws that detract from the intended message.



22 Vietnamese shop This image presents a visually striking street scene, immediately captivating the viewer with its bold and 

contrasting color palette of vibrant yellow and bright turquoise blue. Technically, the exposure is well-

handled, maintaining detail in both the brightly lit facade and the deeper shadows within the open 

doorway, suggesting a good dynamic range capture. The sharpness is commendable, rendering the 

textures of the weathered paint, the wooden shutters, and the details of the scooter with clarity. 

Compositionally, the image benefits from a strong central focus on the building's symmetrical 

architecture, which is then dynamically broken by the off-center placement of the scooter, adding a 

touch of everyday life and a secondary point of interest. The horizontal lines of the pavement and the 

building's structure provide a stable base, though a slight keystoning effect is noticeable, causing the 

vertical lines to converge subtly. The impact of the image primarily stems from its powerful color 

contrast and the sense of place it evokes, transporting the viewer to a lively, perhaps Southeast Asian, 

street. While the storytelling is present through the cultural elements like the scooter and the shop sign, 

it remains a relatively straightforward depiction of a scene rather than a narrative-driven piece. 

Originality, while competent in execution, is moderate; it's a well-captured example of a common travel 

photography subject. However, its strong color appeal makes it highly relevant to the "Colour" theme. 

The overall presentation is clean, free from distracting artifacts or excessive processing, allowing the 

natural charm of the scene to shine through.


